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SUBJECT _ Rosd Stugy < Route 23, Locs

REFERENCES {1) ©DJI Reguirement Nc. ‘C‘-DJ.‘&-SL,CQQ @
. (2) CIA/PID Pr.ject Hus. C sio/uh

1. This memorandum ig partial unswer t¢ the wbove referenced regulrenent
wajich reguested o detullel stugy of Route 23 in Lecs. :

e Rofite 23 liee roughly wlong the northescuth otis <f Lecs and connects
the m.lp, esstevest roaa (Haticnul Route 9) of eentral Luess with Attopesu in
the scuthern part of the cocuntry. The length of Route 23 is opproximitely 2.5
kilometers Irom Muong Faine (1o 327 - 165 O1E) to attcpecu (14 481 - 1Co §C3).
sdeguate phote cuverege for o Setilleq study of ithe suad is nut presemtly .Valle
sble; aswever, photogruphs <f o few kilometers .t esch end of the route show
that the roodwey 1o single lune, carth «nd pogeibly part gravel suriseed. nd
varics from dmproved in f£he north to wnlmpreved «nl under construetion in the
soumth. )

3. Im this stuly, due to the layoul of the rouy,
four sections wnd euch iz dlscussed sepurstely «g fuo

Routd s ot Mucng Poine (Lo 388 « 100 CLE) to Sax
eoproxdmetely 185 km in lengih. Snddyeie oI g
grophy teken cn the roure imxedistely ccuth of MHucng Fhine inaicutestbut
thig pection is = Ffairly good, single lepe (7-1C s wide), graued, earth

Lr poseltly gravel surisced rowd. However, ihe greaier Durd o2 this roud

sectisn couldé not be studied in detuil beccuse of cblicuity, bul the

slignment wes plotteuv. The terrcein over vhich the rzuad greverses is in
gener.l dencely rorestcl: LRG wDDP.rs 1o be qulle rugged, crose T L SIRAE
zf the Chulne A tigue Mouantoins beitweoen the e Beng Dieng wnd the Co

Fone Rivers. Erioges over thece rivers vere cbeerved, bub deteils crulda

not be Lbiuined I'rusy pRologITDby . -
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: Road Stuay of Route 23, Lucs

b. garavane (15 4K - 10o 25E) to Bun Thuteng (15 25H - 106 &38)
ig upproximstely 45 lom in length. Complete phots coveruge of this section
of the route 1s not wvailsble. For about 25 kilumeters scuth of Suruvane,
the sligmoent cculd be marked, bubt rozd conditicons could not be determinel
because of Jbliquity.: Southof Suravene, the route leaves the Se Pone V.lley
and crtsees the Pluteau de Eolovens which wppears to be heavily fcrested and
discected by mumercuz tridbutaries.
c. Bun Thateng (15-25H - }Cu 238) to Ban Phone (15 Z4M - 1Cu 343)
is spproximately 4G ¥m in lemgth. Ho photo coverage ig availuble for this
secticn ot the rcad. : .
de Ban Phope (15 ZLE -~ 105 34E8) to Attopesu (14 X8H - 106 5CE) is
approximstely 85 km in léngth. Only the scuthermemoet 17-20 kilomsters Prom
Attopewld porth could be studiec with -0y degree <f detull. The rcute
proceeds northwest from Attopecu fur opproximutely o kiloumeters s o
well improved, twe land road. At that point, the rcute

. turns gharpely to the northeast, norrcws to i, =pd, in o shor:
éistance, detericrites Lo un unimprovesd, single lune road. aAlong this

- secticn of the road, ccncidereble constructicn .nd dmprovement setivity
vas being carried cn. The remainder of the ruute to Ean Phcne cculd wnly
be checked at intervaels through heavy cloud csver, and the sllgoment roughly
plutted. The route wlcag which this secticn of the road Lruverses is
restricted to the Se Kong Vulley, wround the fodt of the Plute.u de Pulsvens.
The roaid is very crocked «nd hus mumercus streums to €ross. '

. 4. Bpecific botilenecks ilemg Route 23 cwn nut be cummented vnr ut thie
time becuuse of the poor coveruge over the srea. The gonstruction work .t the
south end < the route, restirictions cn the aligmment iue to the terrain, «nd
the mumercus stirewm crossinge «re the major traiTic deterrents nobed.

5« A pussible muintenunce are: was noted bt the Junctiovn o Routes v oanrd
23 {16 326 - 1o ClE). Eo' cther muintensuce or POL storsge -.recs vere founs
<pnithe phutography. : : ) ®"




T. The zmalyste on thic rroject were
I - .y be cint.cted on extensicn Z5hu,ghould guesticons arice
c.ncerni & rejuirement. This memcrondum is coneidewved o purtial wnsver
tc the refuirement. ‘

ENCLOTURES :
& annctotes Maps
{Cc1r/PID/IB-P-323/0%, L3B/CH, 432/ /04
and P-440/54)
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